
“�The aim of  this project is ambitious  
and urgent: to launch a new reform effort  
for the global security system in 2009 ...  
for the global system is in serious trouble.  
It is simply not capable of  solving the  
challenges of  today. You all know the list: 
terrorism, nuclear proliferation, climate 
change, pandemics, failing states ... None 
can be solved by a single government  
acting alone.” 

    — �Javier Solana, High Representative for the Common  

Foreign and Security Policy, European Union;  

MGI Advisory Group Member

Why a Strengthened Multilateral Security System is Needed: Built  

for a different age, different threats, and a different balance of  world power,  

our current multilateral system does not fully meet today’s global security 

challenges, ranging from climate change and nuclear proliferation to civil  

strife and terrorism. No nation, including the United States, can insulate itself  

from these threats nor solve these transborder problems alone.

MGI’s Goal: The Brookings Institution, Stanford University’s Center for  

International Security and Cooperation, and New York University’s Center  

on International Cooperation are undertaking a joint project entitled Managing 

Global Insecurity (MGI). The goal of  MGI is to provide recommendations 

and generate political momentum for the next American president, the 

United Nations, and key international partners to launch a strategic effort to 

revitalize the multilateral security system in 2009. The MGI Project will build 

international support for global institutions and partnerships that can foster 

international peace and security — and the prosperity they enable — for the  

next 50 years.

American and International Leadership: MGI is soliciting feedback  

from policymakers and experts in the U.S. and internationally to reflect  

a broad spectrum of  perspectives in MGI’s recommendations. A successful 

effort to strengthen the multilateral security system will require a shared vision 

that reflects diverse regional priorities. Recognizing that U.S. support will be 

essential, MGI will demonstrate not only the limits of  unilateralism, but that an 

effective multilateral security architecture is vital to protect U.S. national security 

interests. Themes from consultations abroad regarding an appropriate U.S. role 

in a reform agenda will be reflected back to U.S. policymakers.
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Project Approach 

U.S. and International Consultation and Outreach: Through a series of  

workshops with experts and policymakers and consultations with key governments, 

MGI is developing proposed principles that must underpin a multilateral reform 

agenda as well as threat-specific recommendations for a strengthened multilateral 

response. Focus areas include global climate change and energy security, nuclear  

non-proliferation and disarmament, conflict management, counter-terrorism,

biosecurity, and development.

MGI has convened an Advisory Group of  distinguished U.S. and international figures 

who help shape project recommendations and establish links to policymakers and 

opinion leaders. MGI is conducting a series of  Advisory Group meetings, focus groups, 

Congressional outreach sessions, consultations with U.S. presidential campaigns, 

briefings with U.N. ambassadors, and regional meetings in capitals around the world  

to generate discussion and debate.

MGI Products: A major new book along with complementary policy briefs 

on the project’s recommendations will be released in 2008. The project has also 

commissioned leading experts to write case studies on countries and issues of  major 

importance to global security and to evaluate the performance of  multilateral 

institutions and American policymaking in addressing those cases. Products and 

networks developed by MGI will create momentum toward a strategic effort in 2009  

to build a more robust and effective multilateral security system.

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION  
FOREIGN POLICY STUDIES

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  
CENTER ON INTERNATIONAL  
COOPERATION

STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL  
SECURITY & COOPERATION



International Advisory  
Group Members

Fernando Henrique Cardoso  	
Former President of  Brazil 

Jan Eliasson 				  
Special Envoy to the U.N. Secretary-General  
on Darfur; Former Foreign Minister of  Sweden 

Ashraf  Ghani
Chairman of  the Institute for State Effectiveness; 
Former Minister of  Finance, Afghanistan

Jeremy Greenstock  			 
Director, Ditchley Foundation; Former  
UK Ambassador to the U.N.

Rima Khalaf  Hunaidi			 
Former Assistant Secretary-General and Director, 
Regional Bureau for Arab States, U.N. Development 
Programme 

Anwar Ibrahim			 
Honorary President of  AccountAbility;  
Former Deputy Prime Minister of  Malaysia 

Igor S. Ivanov			 
Former Russian Foreign Minister; Former  
Secretary of  the Security Council of  Russia 

Wu Jianmin				  
President, China Foreign Affairs University;  
Former Ambassador of  China to the U.N.

Kishore Mahbubani			 
Dean, Lee Kuan Yew School of  Public Affairs; 
Former Ambassador of  Singapore to the U.N.

Vincent Maphai 			
Chairman, BHP Billiton South Africa 

Paul Martin 				  
Former Prime Minister of  Canada

Lalit Mansingh			 
Former Foreign Secretary of  India

Ayo Obe 				  
Chair of  the World Movement for Democracy, Nigeria 

Sadako Ogata 			 
President, Japan International Cooperation Agency; 
Former U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees

Salim Ahmed Salim 			 
African Union Special Envoy on Darfur;  
Former Secretary-General of  the Organization  
of  African Unity 

Javier Solana 				  
High Representative for the Common Foreign  
and Security Policy, European Union

 U.S.  Advisory Group Members

Madeleine Albright 			 
Principal, The Albright Group LLC; Former  
U.S. Secretary of  State

Richard Armitage 			 
President, Armitage International; Former  
U.S. Deputy Secretary of  State

Samuel Berger 			 
Chairman, Stonebridge International; Former  
U.S. National Security Advisor

Howard Berman 			 
Representative from California, United States Congress 

Coit D. Blacker 			 
Director and Senior Fellow, Freeman Spogli Institute, 
Stanford University; Former Senior Director at the 
National Security Council 

Sylvia Mathews Burwell			 
President, Global Development Program, The Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation; Former Deputy Director 
of  the U.S. Office of  Management and Budget 

Chester A. Crocker 			 
Professor of  Strategic Studies, Georgetown  
University; Former U.S. Assistant Secretary  
of  State, African Affairs

Lawrence Eagleburger 		
Former U.S. Secretary of  State 

William Perry 	 		
Michael and Barbara Berberian Professor and  
Co-Director of  the Preventive Defense Project  
at the Center for International Security and 
Cooperation; Senior Fellow, Freeman Spogli  
Institute, Stanford University 

Thomas Pickering 			 
Vice Chairman, Hills & Company; Former  
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

John Podesta				  
President and CEO, Center for American Progress; 
Former White House Chief  of  Staff

Brent Scowcroft 			
President, The Scowcroft Group; Former  
U.S. National Security Advisor

Abraham Sofaer
George P. Shultz Distinguished Scholar and Senior 
Fellow at the Hoover Institution; Former Legal 
Advisor to the U.S. Department of  State

Strobe Talbott 		  	
President, The Brookings Institution;  
Former U.S. Deputy Secretary of  State

Timothy Wirth 		  	
President, The United Nations Foundation;  
Former U.S. Senator

James D. Wolfensohn 			 
Chairman and CEO, Wolfensohn and Company; 
Former World Bank President


