DRAFT (8 AUG)--SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

Integrated Approaches to Sustainable Development Practice
Fall 2008

 

Live discussion time: Tuesdays 12:00 GMT – 13:00 GMT (shifts to 13:00 GMT- 14:00 GMT November 4-December 2) 

Small group discussion time: (global student-to-student discussions with 3-4 universities to be scheduled on Thursdays, 12:00 GMT /13:00 GMT after 4 Nov)

Note: small groups will be coordinated by Katie; contact: kmurphy@ei.columbia.edu for more information
Professors: Jeffrey Sachs and John McArthur, Guest Lecturers and Local Faculty 
 

Course Overview 

This course aims to provide students with a general introduction to the basic core competencies and practical skills required of a “generalist” development practitioner.  The course will be offered at a number of universities around the world, and each week students will have the opportunity to learn from an expert practitioner. Course topics will be grounded in a practical, multi-disciplinary approach that will focus on the inter-relationship of each of the following core fields of study:
 

         Agriculture and Nutrition

         Economics

         Environment and Climate Science

         Management

         Policy, Anthropology and Social Studies

         Public Health

         Technology and Engineering

 
Both conceptual and practical management issues will be stressed throughout each course topic. The course will incorporate state-of-the-art web-based technologies for sharing lectures across countries, and to facilitate international discussion and collaboration among students at participating universities. The Center for New Media Teaching and Learning (CNMTL) will support the interactive, web-based components of the course including the development of electronic learning resources and the lecture videos. 
 
Intended learning outcomes:

         To expose students to the core technical skills required to solve professional problems within the field of sustainable development.
         To provide students the opportunity to demonstrate functional knowledge of the core issues of sustainable development through the analysis and diagnosis of real-world problems.

         To enable students to determine an appropriate course of action when faced with a complex development challenge. 

         To provide students with a heightened awareness of the cross-cultural, multi-disciplinary, multinational dimensions of the field.

         To encourage students to identify, create, and reflect upon “integrated approaches” and appropriate interventions that may lead to poverty alleviation and sustainable development

 

Course Calendar

Each week, an expert practitioner will deliver a one-hour lecture that has been pre-taped and posted on the course website.  In preparation for each class, students will view the assigned lectures, complete the required readings, and prepare questions for the guest lecturer.  Weekly classes will be divided between live question and answer sessions with the guest lecturer and participating universities, and local discussions facilitated by the local professor.  
 

Tentative schedule (to be confirmed)
Date                 Class Topic                             Guest Lecturer 

 

Sept 2

Course Launch              
Jeffrey Sachs and John McArthur

Sept 9
 
MDGs                              
John McArthur
Sept 16   
Agriculture                      
Freddie Kwesiga 
Sept 23 
Nutrition                         
Lawrence Haddad and Alice Pell
Sept 30  
Economics                       
Xiao Geng
Oct 7 

Energy/Tech.& Engineering   
Lee Yee Cheong
Oct 14
 
 Policy and Migration               Milena Novy-Marx
Oct 21             
Comm. Participation

Peter Taylor
Oct 28               Climate Change            
Tubiana / Viana 
Nov 4*              Climate Change            
Pachauri
Nov 11
 
Health                             
Helene Gayle and Jim Kim 
Nov 18       
Health                            
Jeff Koplan 
Nov 25     
Ethics                            

John DeGioia

*extra session 
Management for Dev.   
Ann Veneman

Dec 2

Conclusion                    

Sachs/McArthur

*university holiday, special session

**an event to be scheduled outside of the Tuesday class

 

Structure of the Tuesday Class Sessions

For each class session, students will be expected to prepare in advance by (1) watching the assigned pre-taped lecture(s), (2) completing the assigned readings, and (3) submitting questions for the guest lecturer.  All lectures and readings will be available for electronic download from the course website so that students can view them on personal computers.  In institutions where this is not possible, local faculty and facilitators may need to provide DVD copies to their students. 
 

At Columbia University and many other institutions, the 2-hour class session will be divided into two parts.  

 

· The first hour (Sept 2- Oct 28: 12:00 GMT-13:00 GMT; Nov 4-Dec 2: 13:00 GMT ) includes an interactive global class discussion with the lecturer of the week available on camera, using the Adobe Connect internet-based meeting room.  
 

· The second hour will not use the internet-based meeting room.  In this portion, local faculty will guide student discussions on the topic of the week, drawing upon the first hour’s discussion and additional discussion guidelines provided by the guest lecturers. Local faculty are encouraged to present additional background material and/or case studies deemed relevant to the topic of the week, and to discuss pertinent local or regional issues. 
 

Although formal discussions will take place on Tuesdays, the internet-based meeting room will be available at all times. Participating universities are encouraged to use this room as an informal meeting place, discussion board, and chat room throughout the course.

 

Assignments 

The course will include two (2) core assignments: one focusing on a local multi-dimensional poverty assessment and another focused on recommending a cross-sectoral climate change adaptation strategy in a partner academic institution’s country in another continent.  Additional instructions and guidance for the assignments will be provided.
 

Date Due                                Assignment

(each Thursday)                        short weekly assignment                               
October 7                                  Local multi-dimensional poverty assessment 

October 14                                Review poverty assessment prepared by another group

November 25                            Climate change risk assessment and recommendations
December 2                               Review partner university’s report
 
I. Introduction and Overview
 
Week 1: Course Launch. Jeffrey Sachs & John McArthur 
The opening class will provide an overview of the course structure and an introduction to the core concepts and competencies underlying sustainable development practice.
 
II. Millennium Development Goals 
 
Week 2: The Millennium Promise: A Global Partnership to End Extreme Poverty.  Live discussion with John McArthur
 
This session will outline the history of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), their relevance for development policy and practice, and the cross-disciplinary strategies needed to achieve them. Students will be encouraged to consider multiple interventions to target poverty reduction, and the challenges and opportunities associated with the management of coordinated interventions.
  
Class Preparation (completed before September 9)
1) Readings

UN Millennium Project 2005. Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Overview.
The MDG Africa Steering Group 2008. Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Africa.


2) View the following lecture:

The Millennium Promise: A Global Partnership to End Extreme Poverty. John McArthur

3) submit short response [response question TBD]
III. Agriculture and Nutrition

This module will focus on links between food, agriculture, and development.
September 16: Agriculture as the Engine of Growth for Transforming Sub-Saharan Africa.  Live discussion with Freddie Kwesiga
 
 Discussion will reflect on Dr. Kwesiga’s lecture, highlighting the following topics:  1) the importance of agriculture in fostering economic development in Africa; 2) causes of poor performance of the African agricultural sector; 3) elements of a systemic approach to transforming agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa (theory and examples of systemic interventions); and 4) positive trends that should be strengthened and leveraged to accelerate development of African agriculture.
Class Preparation (completed before September 16)
1) Readings

Hazell, P. and X. Diao (2005).  “The Role of Agriculture and Small Farms in Economic Development,” Washington, D.C.: International Food Policy Research Institute 

InterAcademy Council (2004).  Realizing the Promise and Potential of African Agriculture, Amsterdam:  InterAcademy Council 
World Bank (2006) Enhancing Agricultural Innovation: How to go beyond the strengthening of research systems, World Bank: Agriculture and Rural Development 
World Bank (2007).  World Development Report 2008, Washington, DC.:  World Bank 
Yara International (2007).  Catalyst for Action:  Towards an African Green Revolution, The Oslo Conference 2006, Oslo:  Yara International.
2) View the following lecture: 

Agriculture as the Engine of Growth for Transforming Sub-Saharan Africa, 

Freddie Kwesiga
3) submit short response [response question TBD]
 
September 23: Food Production, Nutrition and Development.  Live discussion with Lawrence Haddad and Alice Pell
Class Preparation (completed before September 23)
1) Readings

Babu, S.C. (2002) Designing Nutrition Interventions with Food Systems: Planning, Communication, Monitoring, and Evaluation. Journal of Crop Production, 6 (1/2): 365-373.
Berti, P.R. and J. Krasevec (2002) Effectiveness of Small-scale, Rural Agriculture Interventions Study. Part 1: Nutrition Outcomes – Literature Review and Critical Analysis. PATH Canada, 2nd Draft, 8 February 2002.

Demment, M.W., Young, M.M., and R.L. Sensenig (2003) Providing Micronutrients through Food-Based Solutions: A Key to Human and National Development. Journal of Nutrition, 133: 3879S – 3885S

Hass, J.D. et al. (2005) Iron-Biofortified Rice Improves the Iron Stores of Nonanemic Filipino Women. Journal of Nutrition, 135: 2823-2830.

Low, J.W. et al. (2007) A Food-Based Approach Introducing Orange-Fleshed Sweet Potatoes Increased Vitamin A Intake and Serum Retinol Concentrations in Young Children in Rural Mozambique. Journal of Nutrition, 137: 1320-1327.

Martorell, R. (1996) The Role of Nutrition in Economic Development. Nutrition Reviews, 54 (4): S66-S71.
2) View the following lectures:

The Integration of Food Production and Nutrition, Alice Pell

Nutrition and Development, Lawrence Haddad

3) submit short response [response question TBD]
IV. Economics 
 
This module will examine the interrelationship of economics, trade, policy and development.  The first lecture will outline macroeconomic strategies for poverty alleviation, highlighting the role of policy in development through a case study of China. 
 
September 30: Poverty Alleviation and Economic Growth in China.  Live discussion with Xiao Geng
Class Preparation (completed before September 30)

1) Readings

Sachs, D. Jeffrey. “China: catching up after half a millennium,” chapter 8 in The End of Poverty, 2005.

Sachs, D. Jeffrey and Wing Thye Woo. “Structural Factors in the Economic Reforms of China, Eastern Europe, and the Former Soviet Union” Economic Policy, Vol. 9, No. 18 (Apr., 1994), pp. 101-145.

Dollar, David. “Poverty, inequality and social disparities during China’s economic reform.” Policy Research Working Paper, WPS4253, The World Bank, 2007.

Cheong, Young-rok and Geng Xiao. “Global Capital Flows and the Position of China: Structural and Institutional Factors and their Implications,” Chapter 8 in China’s Role in Asia and the World Economy - Fostering Stability and Growth, Forum on Debt and Development, December 2003.

Xiao, Geng. “Reforming the Governance Structure of China's State Owned Enterprises.” Public Administration and Development, No. 18, 273-280, 1998.

Woo, Wing Thye and Geng Xiao.  “Facing Protectionism Generated by Trade Disputes: China’s Post-WTO Blues,” In Garnaut, R. and L. Song (eds.) China: Linking Markets for Growth, 2007.

Naughton, Barry. The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth, The MIT Press, 2007.


2) View the following lecture:

Poverty Alleviation and Economic Growth in China.  Xiao Geng
3) Local Poverty Investigation due; short response question
VI. Energy, Technology and Engineering

 This lecture will cover the role of technology and engineering in development, and discuss the range of policies that can be used to improve science and engineering capacity in developing countries.
October 7: Energy, Technology, Engineering and Development. Live discussion with Lee Yee Cheong
Class Preparation (completed before October 7)
1) Readings
UN Millennium Project 2005. Innovation: Applying Knowledge in Development. Science, Technology and Innovation Task Force Report.

UN Millennium Project 2005.  Energy Services for the Millennium Development Goals. 
WEHAB Working Group 2002. A Framework for Action on Water and Sanitation. World Summit on Sustainable Development. Johannesburg 2002.
2) View the following lecture:

Energy, Technology, Engineering and Development. Lee Yee Cheong
3) submit short response [response question TBD]
 V. Policy and Migration
The second lecture will examine the interplay between national and international policies on issues such as migration, trade, and development. It will provide a basic introduction to the impacts of migration and trade policies on economic development and will explore examples of how these policies can be mutually reinforcing or counter-productive. The session will draw on one or more cases that demonstrate the potential for improved policy coherence, and will explore mechanisms for facilitating such coherence.  Emerging regimes for global coordination and cooperation in these areas will also be examined. Participants will be asked to consider examples from their own countries of the interaction between policies in migration, trade, and development, and how coordination is or is not being achieved.
October 14: Policy Coherence: Migration, Trade, and Development.  Live Discussion with Milena Novy-Marx
 

Class Preparation (completed before October 14)

1) Readings

Commonwealth Code of Practice for International Recruitment of Health Workers (2003)

Dahlsten, Sarah (2004) “Key Policy Coherence Issues in Agriculture and Migration” OECD.

Johnson, Jeff Dayton and Louka Katseli (2006)  “Migration, Aid and Trade: Policy coherence for development” OECD Development Centre Policy Brief No 28.

Global Forum on Migration and Development Background Paper for Roundtable Session 3.2, “Coherent Policy Planning and Methodology to Link Migration and Development,” (2007).

Wise, Raul Delgado and Stephen Castles (2007) “Principles and Measures to Obtain More Coherent and Collaborative Policy Making on Migration and Development”
Martin, Phil. “NAFTA and US-Mexico Migration” (2006), UC Davis. Pages 5-10.

2) View the following lecture:

Policy Coherence: Migration, Trade, and Development. Milena Novy-Marx

3) submit short response [response question TBD]
VI. Community Participation and Participatory Learning, Peter Taylor

This session will examine how emerging concepts and practices of participation in community development processes are shaping, and being shaped by, concerns over a need for more transformative and participatory learning processes.  The session will draw on cases that demonstrate the potential of such a shift for individuals, organizations, and society more widely. Participants will also be expected to reflect on their own personal experience of learning processes in order to link to theory, and to draw out implications for further practice. 
 
October 21: Community Participation and Participatory Learning.  Live discussion with Peter Taylor.

Class Preparation (completed before October 21)

1) Readings
Cornwall, A, & K. Brock. 2005.  What do buzzwords do for development policy? a critical look at ‘participation’, ‘empowerment’ and ‘poverty reduction’ Third World Quarterly 26, 7 :  1043 – 1060.  

Heron, J., & Reason, P. 2001. The practice of co-operative inquiry: Research with rather than on people. In P. Reason, & H. Bradbury (Eds.), Handbook of action research: Participative inquiry and practice. London: Sage. 179–188.
Mikkelsen, B. 2005. Methods for Development Work and Research: A New Guide for Practitioners, London: Sage, Chapter 3 “Participatory Methods in Use”

Taylor, P., Pettit, J., & Stackpool-Moore, L. 2006. Learning and teaching for transformation: Insights from a collaborative learning initiative. In P. Guerstein, & N. Angeles (Eds.), Learning civil societies: Shifting contexts for democratic planning and governance. Toronto: Toronto University Press. 179–188.
2) View the following lecture:

Community Participation and Participatory Learning.  Peter Taylor
3) Submit short response [response question TBD]
VII. Environmental and Climate Science

 This module will explore the global and local dimensions of environmental policies for sustainable development. Lectures will provide a basic introduction to the international climate regime, economics and politics of climate change, international negotiations and the Kyoto protocol, and European policies to address climate change; as well as an overview of challenges associated with addressing climate change – and other environmental issues – in developing countries. 
October 28: Climate Change. Live discussion with Laurence Tubiana and Virgilio Viana

Class Preparation (completed before October 28)


1) Readings
Hellmuth, M.E., Moorhead, A., Thomson, M.C., and Williams, J. (eds) 2007. Climate Risk Management in Africa: Learning from Practice. International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI), Columbia University, New York, USA.

Laurence, W.F. et al. “The Future of the Brazilian Amazon,” Science, Vol. 291 (5503), 438-439. 19 January 2001.
Stern, N. 2007. The Economics of Climate Change. Summary of Conclusions.
2) View the following lectures:

Climate Change and Global Governance, Laurence Tubiana
Sustainable Development in Practice: lessons from Amazonas, Brazil, Virgilio 
Viana

3) Submit short response [response question TBD]
November 4: Climate Change: Live discussion with RK Pachauri 
[note: this date may be rescheduled due to university holiday]

 Class Preparation (completed before November 4)

1) Readings

IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers of the Synthesis Report of the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report. 
2) View the following lecture:

Climate Change, RK Pachauri

3) Submit short response [response question TBD]
 
VIII. Public Health Challenges in the Developing World

This module will introduce key public health challenges – including HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria – and their social and environmental dimensions. Specific case studies will be used to illustrate on-the-ground challenges and how they can be overcome.
 
November 11: Global Health Delivery for Development.  Live discussion with Helene Gayle and Jim Kim
Class Preparation (completed before November 11)
1) Readings

Farmer, P. and J. Y. Kim. Community based approaches to the control of multidrug resistant tuberculosis: introducing "DOTS-plus" BMJ 1998;317;671-674.

Farmer, P. et al Community-based treatment of advanced HIV disease: introducing DOT-HAART (directly observed therapy with highly active antiretroviral therapy). World Health Organization, 2001. 

World Health Organization 2001. Macroeconomics and health: Investing in health for economic development. Report of the Commission on Macroeconomics and Health. 

2) View the following lectures:

Global Health Delivery. Jim Kim.

The Intersection of Health and Development, Helene Gayle
3) submit short response [response question TBD]
November 18: Infectious Disease and Chronic Disease Control.  Live discussion with Jeff Koplan 
Class Preparation (completed before November 18)
1) Readings

Abegunde, D. et al. The Burden and Costs of Chronic Disease in Low Income and Middle Income Countries.  The Lancet 2007; 370:1929-38.

Anderson, G. and Chu, E. Expanding Priorities—Confronting Chronic Disease in Countries with Low Income. New England Journal of Medicine. January 2007; 365:3.

Popkin, B.M. The World is Fat. Scientific American. Sept. 2007; 297:88.

Prabhat, J. et al. A Nationally Representative Case-Control Study of Smoke and Death in India. New England Journal of Medicine. March 2008. 358:11.

Yach, D. et al. Epidemiological and Economical Consequences of Global Epidemiology of Obesity and Diabetes. Nature Medicine. January 2006. 12:1. 

Optional Readings 

Luboobi, L. and J T Mugisha. HIV/AIDS Pandemic in Africa: Trends and Challenges. Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei.  2005.

Micek, M. Integrating TB and HIV Care in Mozambique: Lessons from an HIV

Clinic in Beira. Core Group and Health Alliance International: Seattle. 2005

Sachs, J. and P. Malaney. 2002. The Economic and Social Burden of Malaria. Nature, 415 (7).

2) View the following lectures:

Chronic Disease: The Role of Behavior and the Environment.  Jeff Koplan
3) submit short response [response question TBD]

IX. Managing Humanitarian Assistance: Practical and Ethical Considerations 

The first lecture will analyze the ethical issues involving global poverty and the way in which practitioners think about issues of aid and intervention. The session will examine what role ethical considerations do and should play in international development policy and aid delivery, the most effective and appropriate vehicles for that delivery, and the ethical implications of intervention. The second lecture will cover organization management for development.
 

November 25: Ethics and Global Development. Live discussion with John DeGioia
  
Class Preparation (completed before November 25)

1) Readings

Lomborg, B. ed., How to Spend $50 billion to Make the World a Better Place, Cambridge University Press, 2006.
Sachs, J. The End of Poverty, Chapters 1-4, 14-18. 
Scott, J. Seeing like a State: how certain schemes to improve the human condition have failed. Yale University Press, 1998. Chapter 9

Singer, P. Practical Ethics, 2nd ed., "Rich and Poor" (ch. 8), (New York: Cambridge UP, 1993) pp. 218-46. 
2) View the following lecture:

Ethics and Global Development. John DeGioia

3) submit short response [response question TBD]
*[TBD]: Managing Humanitarian Assistance.  Lecture and discussion with Ann Veneman  
*note that this event will occur outside of the normal class time; students unable to attend may view the lecture tape after the event
 
X. Conclusion, Jeffrey Sachs & John McArthur
December 2: The final lecture will provide a synthesis of the concepts presented throughout the course modules.
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